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1
CIRCULAR STAPLER

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention generally relates to surgical instruments, and
more specifically to circular surgical staplers.

BACKGROUND

Minimally invasive surgery is performed through small
incisions in the body, into which trocar ports may or may not
be placed. One or more surgical instruments are inserted
through each incision in order to perform the surgical proce-
dure. In order to effectuate one of the objectives of minimally
invasive surgery, which is the minimization of incisions to the
body to reduce healing time and scarring, it is desirable to
minimize the number of incisions made in the body. The
number of incisions and their placement are determined by
the particular surgical procedure to be performed and the
configuration of the instruments used to carry out that proce-
dure. Circular staplers are often used in intestinal surgery and
may be introduced transanally as part of a natural orifice
translumenal endoscopic surgical (NOTES) procedure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a circular stapler.

FIG. 21is aperspective view of an arcuate section of a feeder
belt ring.

FIG. 3 is a perspective cutaway view of a mode button of
the stapler of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of an arcuate section of an
exemplary wedge ring and wedge.

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of an arcuate section of a
different exemplary wedge ring and wedge.

The use of the same reference symbols in different figures
indicates similar or identical items.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2009/0065552,
published on Mar. 12, 2009 (the “Endocutter Document”), is
hereby incorporated by reference herein in its entirety.

Referring to FIG. 1, an exemplary circular stapler 2 may
include an end effector 4, which in turn includes a staple
holder 8 and an anvil 6. The anvil 6 may include a rod 10
extending proximally therefrom into an aperture 12 in the
staple holder 8. The anvil 6 may be detachable from the staple
holder 8 by sliding the rod 10 out of the aperture 12, as is
standard in the art. In this way, tissue can be sutured or
otherwise connected to the anvil 6 temporarily, also as is
standard in the art. A shaft 14 may extend proximally from the
staple holder 8. The shaft 14 may be rigid along part or all of
its length, and/or may include an articulating region, such as
described in U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/400,760,
filed on Mar. 9, 2009 (the “Articulation Document”), which is
hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety.

A handle 16 may be attached to the proximal end of the
shaft 14, or any other suitable portion of the shaft 14. The
shaft 14 may be fabricated integrally with the handle 16.
Alternately, the shaft 14 and the handle 16 may be two sepa-
rate items that are connected together in any suitable manner.
The handle 16 may include any mechanism, mechanisms,
structure or structures that are suitably configured to actuate
the end effector 4. The handle 16 may be actuated purely by
hand, meaning that the handle 16 mechanically converts force
applied thereto by hand to force utilized to actuate the end
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2

effector 4. As another example, the handle 16 may include a
source of stored energy for actuating the end eftector 4. The
source of stored energy may be mechanical (such as a spring),
electrical (such as a battery), pneumatic (such as a cylinder of
pressurized gas) or any other suitable source of stored energy.
The source of stored energy, its regulation, and its use in
actuating the end effector 4 may be as described in com-
monly-assigned U.S. Pat. No. 7,682,368, issued on Mar. 23,
2010, which is herein incorporated by reference in its entirety.
The handle 16 may instead, or also, include a connector or
connectors suitable for receiving stored energy from an exter-
nal source, such as a hose connected to a hospital utility
source of pressurized gas or of vacuum, or an electrical cord
connectable to a power source. The handle 16 may include
two opposed handgrips 18 that can be squeezed together to
deploy staples from the staple holder 8. As another example,
the handle 16 may be arranged in any manner that allows for
control of staple deployment. The handle 16 may also include
provisions for affirmative clamping of the anvil 6 to the staple
holder 8. Where the rod 10 is substantially freely slidable into
the aperture 12 in the staple holder 8, the handle 16 may
include a control 18 that may rotate to apply torque or other
clamping force that is transmitted through the shaft 14 in any
suitable manner to hold the rod 10 in place. Alternately, the
rod 10 may extend up the shaft 14 into the handle 16, and may
be threaded to correspond with the control 18, such that the
control 18 may be screwed onto the rod 10 or otherwise
associated with the rod 10 in order to hold the rod 10 such that
the anvil 6 is clamped against the staple holder 8.

Referring also to FIG. 2, a feeder belt ring 22 may be
positioned in the staple holder 8. The feeder belt ring 22 may
be fabricated generally as set forth in U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 11/851,379, filed Sep. 6, 2007; U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 11/956,988, filed Dec. 14, 2007; and U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 12/263,171, filed Oct. 31, 2008 (the
“Endocutter Documents”), which are herein incorporated by
reference in their entirety. The difference between the feeder
belt of the Endocutter Documents and the feeder belt ring 22
is described here, in the interest of brevity. The feeder belt
ring 22 is arranged in a ring formation with an outer diameter
24 and an inner diameter 26. Inside the inner diameter 26 is a
circular aperture 28. The feeder belt ring 22 may be a long,
narrow, thin strip of material from which one or more staples
30 extend. At least one staple 30 may be integral with the
feeder belt 90, and frangibly connected to the feeder belt 90 at
one end, with the other end of the staple being free. One row
32 of staples 30 may be located along each side of the feeder
belt ring 20. The feeder belt ring 22 may be fixed to the staple
holder 8, and aligned with the staple apertures 34 in the staple
holder 8 such that the staples 30 are substantially aligned with
the staple apertures. The feeder belt ring 22 may be perma-
nently affixed to the staple holder 8, such as by welding. As
another example, the feeder belt ring 22 may be interchange-
ably fixed to the staple holder 8, such as by a pressure fit, by
clips, or in any other manner that allows the feeder belt ring 22
to be swapped out for a fresh feeder belt ring 22, as described
in greater detail below.

Referring also to FIG. 4, an exemplary wedge 40 is shown.
The wedge 40 may be shaped generally as set forth in the
Endocutter Documents. The wedge 40 may have a shape that
facilitates deployment of the staples 30 The wedge 40 may
have a first segment 42 shaped to facilitate deployment of a
staple 30, and a second segment 44 shaped to facilitate shear-
ing or otherwise separating a staple 30 from the feeder belt 20.
The first segment 42 is curved upward and distally; the curve
may have any shape that facilitates formation of a staple 30.
The second segment 44 also may be curved upward and
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distally; the curve may have any shape that facilitates break-
ing of a staple 30 from the feeder belt ring 22. By providing
two distinct segments 42, 44 on the wedge 40, formation and
separation of each staple 30 can be separately controlled. The
wedge 40 may be located at an end of a wedge ring 46. As
another example, the wedge 40 may be positioned on the
surface of a wedge ring 46. The wedge ring 46 may be a
complete ring, or may be an arcuate section thereof. The
wedge ring 46 may be generally rigid. The wedge ring 46 is
coupled to the handle 16 in a manner that allows the handle 16
to rotate the wedge ring 46 about the longitudinal axis of the
staple holder 8. The wedge ring 46 may be positioned
between the feeder belt ring 22 and the distal surface of the
staple holder 8 in which the staple apertures 34 are defined.
Alternately, the wedge ring 46 may be positioned differently
in the staple holder 8. Multiple wedges 40 may be positioned
on the wedge ring 46. The amount of rotation required for the
wedges 40 to deploy and shear off all of the staples 30
decreases with the number of wedges 40 used, as described in
greater detail below.

Referring also to FIG. 4, a different exemplary wedge 405
is shown. The wedge 405 may be an active wedge, such as set
forth in U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/090,214, filed on
Apr. 19,2011, which is herein incorporated by reference in its
entirety. The wedge 405 may be located at an end of a wedge
ring 465. The wedge ring 465 may be oriented generally
vertically, as seen in FIG. 4, rather than horizontally as seen in
FIG. 3. Alternately, the wedge ring 465 may be simply a wire
fixed to one end of the wedge 405. The wedge ring 465 is
coupled to the handle 16 in a manner that allows the handle 16
to rotate the wedge ring 465 about the longitudinal axis of the
staple holder 8. The wedge ring 466 may be positioned
between the feeder belt ring 22 and the distal surface of the
staple holder 8 in which the staple apertures 34 are defined.
Alternately, the wedge ring 465 may be positioned differently
in the staple holder 8. Multiple wedges 40 may be positioned
on the wedge ring 465. The amount of rotation required for
the wedges 40 to deploy and shear off all of the staples 30
decreases with the number of wedges 40 used, as described in
greater detail below.

Operation

The end effector 4 is positioned such that tissue is located
between the anvil 6 and staple holder 8, in any suitable man-
ner. The anvil 6 and staple holder 8 are then clamped together,
such as described above. That is, the anvil 6 and/or staple
holder 8 are moved longitudinally relative to one another, and
held in place relative to one another, so that tissue held ther-
ebetween is compressed to a desired degree. The handle 16 is
actuated in any suitable way to do so, such as by actuating the
control 18.

With tissue held in place, the handle 16 may then be actu-
ated to deploy staples 30 into tissue. As set forth above, the
handgrips 20 may be squeezed, transmitting force through
one or more wires, rods, springs, gears, or other or additional
mechanisms. The actuation of the handgrip 20 causes the
wedge ring 46 to rotate within the staple holder 8. The feeder
belt ring 22 is located in the staple holder 8 such that the
staples 30 are located closer to the staple apertures 34 than the
feeder belt ring 22. As the wedge ring 46 rotates, it sequen-
tially encounters staples 30, and sequentially deploys, then
breaks off from the feeder belt ring 22, staples 30 in each row.
The deployment and shearing process is described in detail in
the Endocutter Documents. As the staples 30 are deformed,
they are urged through the corresponding apertures 34 in the
staple holder 8, then ejected through those apertures 34 after
they are fully formed and then broken from the feeder belt
ring 22. Where a single wedge 40 is used, the wedge ring 46
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is rotated substantially 360° in order to deploy and break off
all of the staples 30. Where two wedge rings 46 are used, the
wedge ring 46 is rotated substantially 180° in order to deploy
and break off all of the staples 30. Consequently, it will be
appreciated that the wedge ring 46 is rotated a number of
degrees substantially equal to 360° divided by the number of
wedges 40 utilized. Where the wedge 406 is used, the wedge
405 is moved into active mode before deploying staples,
substantially as set forth in U.S. patent application Ser. No.
13/090,214. After the staples 30 are deployed and broken
from the feeder belt ring 22, they are arranged in two or more
substantially concentric rings in tissue.

As another example, the wedge ring 46 is not used, and
compression of the staples 30 against the anvil 6 during
clamping causes deformation of the staples 30. The staples 30
may be broken off the feeder belt ring 22 in another manner,
or may remain on the feeder belt ring 22. In some surgical
applications, it may be desirable to deploy the feeder belt ring
22 into the patient along with the staples 30. If so, the feeder
belt ring 22 and/or staples 30 may be fabricated from resorb-
able material such as but not limited to polyglycolic acid.
Whether or not the feeder belt ring 22 is deployed into tissue,
the staples 30 may be fabricated from resorbable material
such as but not limited to polyglycolic acid.

Optionally, the end effector 4 may then incise the tissue
clamped between the anvil 6 and staple holder 8 using a
circular knife (not shown) held within either or both of the
anvil 6 and staple holder 8, as is known in the art. The end
effector 4 then may be unclamped, releasing tissue held
within. The circular stapler 2 then may be removed from the
patient. Optionally, the stapler holder 8 may be reloaded with
a new feeder belt ring 22. For example, the spent feeder belt
ring 22 may be removed from the staple holder 8 with a
forceps or other tool, or may be shaken out of the staple holder
8, or may be removed from the staple holder 8 in any other
suitable manner. Afterwards, a fresh feeder belt ring 22 may
be placed in the staple holder 8 in any suitable manner. Alter-
nately, the staple holder 8 as a whole may be interchangeable
for a new staple holder 8 after firing.

The operation ofthe circular stapler 2 may be carried out in
the course of testing at a factory or other location. If so, the
user that possesses the circular stapler 2 may be a technician,
machine or text fixture that exercises the surgical stapler 2 in
the course of testing. The term “tissue,” in the context of
testing the circular stapler 2 only, includes any substance or
material used as a substitute for tissue in the course of testing.

While the invention has been described in detail, it will be
apparent to one skilled in the art that various changes and
modifications can be made and equivalents employed, with-
out departing from the present invention. It is to be under-
stood that the invention is not limited to the details of con-
struction, the arrangements of components, and/or the
method set forth in the above description or illustrated in the
drawings. The use of terms such as “upward” and “down-
ward” in this document refers to the orientation of parts on the
page for descriptive clarity, and in no way limits the orienta-
tion of the device in use. Statements in the abstract of this
document, and any summary statements in this document, are
merely exemplary; they are not, and cannot be interpreted as,
limiting the scope of the claims. Further, the figures are
merely exemplary and not limiting. Topical headings and
subheadings are for the convenience of the reader only. They
should not and cannot be construed to have any substantive
significance, meaning or interpretation, and should not and
cannot be deemed to indicate that all of the information relat-
ing to any particular topic is to be found under or limited to
any particular heading or subheading. Therefore, the inven-
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tionis not to berestricted or limited except in accordance with
the following claims and their legal equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A circular stapler, comprising:

an anvil;

a staple holder connected to said anvil; and

a feeder belt ring held within said staple holder, said feeder
belt ring including a plurality of staples frangibly affixed
thereto, the staple holder configured to hold the plurality
of'staples about a longitudinal axis of a shaft coupled to
the anvil, each of the plurality of staples extending par-
allel to the longitudinal axis.

2. The surgical apparatus of claim 1, wherein said feeder

belt ring defines a circular aperture at the center thereof.

3. The surgical apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a
wedge ring rotatable relative to said feeder belt ring, and a
wedge connected to said wedge ring, wherein rotation of said
wedge ring and said wedge deploys and then breaks off at
least one said staple from said feeder belt ring.

4. The surgical apparatus of claim 3, wherein said wedge is
an active wedge.

5. The surgical apparatus of claim 3, wherein said rotation
is substantially 360 degrees.

6. The surgical apparatus of claim 1, wherein at least two
separate rows of said staples extend from said feeder belt ring.

7. The circular stapler of claim 1, further comprising a
wedge configured to separate each of the plurality of staples
from the feeder belt ring.

8. The circular stapler of claim 1, further comprising a
wedge ring and a wedge, the wedge ring configured to pull the
wedge along a circular path defined by the wedge ring, so as
to deploy the plurality of staples.

9. The circular stapler of claim 1, a wedge ring coupled to
a wedge, the wedge ring defining a circle concentric with the
feeder belt ring.

10. A surgical stapler, comprising:

an anvil;

a staple holder coupled to said anvil, the staple holder
configured to hold a plurality of staples in a ring forma-
tion about a longitudinal axis of a shaft coupled to the
anvil, each of the plurality of staples extending parallel
to the axis; and

a wedge movably coupled to the staple holder so that the
wedge rotates around the longitudinal axis to deploy the
plurality of staples in a sequential manner around the
longitudinal axis.
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11. The surgical stapler of claim 10, further comprising a
wedge ring coupled to the wedge, the wedge ring centered on
the axis.

12. The surgical stapler of claim 10, wherein the wedge is
configured to separate each of the plurality of staples from the
staple holder.

13. The surgical stapler of claim 10, further comprising a
feeder belt ring having the plurality of staples frangibly
attached thereto.

14. The surgical stapler of claim 10, wherein the wedge is
positioned at a predetermined radius from the axis and is
configured to travel about the axis at the predetermined
radius.

15. The surgical stapler of claim 10, further comprising a
wedge ring, with the wedge coupled to the wedge ring,
wherein the wedge ring rotates about the axis.

16. A surgical apparatus, comprising:
a shaft, having a longitudinal axis;
an anvil coupled to the shaft;

a staple holder coupled to the shaft, the staple holder con-
figured to hold a plurality of staples in a feeder belt ring
about the longitudinal axis, each of the plurality of
staples extending parallel to the longitudinal axis; and

a wedge movably coupled to the shaft so that the wedge
circulates about the longitudinal axis to detach the plu-
rality of staples from the feeder belt ring in a sequential
manner around the longitudinal axis.

17. The surgical apparatus of claim 16, further comprising
a wedge ring coupled to the wedge, wherein the wedge ring
includes one of: a complete ring; or an arcuate section of a
ring.

18. The surgical apparatus of claim 16, wherein the wedge
includes a plurality of wedges.

19. The surgical apparatus of claim 16, wherein the wedge
controls formation and separation of each of the plurality of
staples.

20. The surgical apparatus of claim 16, further comprising
a wedge ring coupled to the wedge, wherein the wedge
includes a plurality of wedges and wherein rotation of the
wedge ring about the axis by less than or equal to 180 degrees
deploys and breaks off all of the plurality of staples.
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